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PREAMBLE

The International Laboratory Accreditation CoopieaiILAC) denotes the collaboration of
accreditation bodies that accredit calibration tabaries, testing laboratories and inspection ®die

This document describes the elements of a Mutueb&ation Arrangement (hereinafter referred to
as the Arrangement) for testing and calibratiomtatory and inspection body accreditation.
Signatories to the ILAC Arrangement for testing /andalibration and/or inspection recognise with
mutual confidence one another’s accreditationsiwigach signatory’s scope of recognition under
this Arrangement. The ILAC Signature Sheet, sigmgéach signatory to the Arrangement, is shown
in Annex A.

This Arrangement is a major co-operative efforemtance the objective of free trade throughout the
world. The criteria for the operation of the acdt&itbn bodies are currently specified in ISO/IEC
17011, and supplemented by ILAC mandatory and IA&@ A series documents where necessary.
The criteria for the operation of accredited orgations are currently specified in ISO/IEC 17025,
ISO 15189 and ISO/IEC 17020 or other standardsdoformity assessment bodies ILAC deems to
be suitable for accreditation. The full list ¢dusdards covered by this Arrangement can be foand i
Annex B.

The principal elements for establishing confideas®wng the participating accreditation bodies
within ILAC are listed below. These elements arsigleed to ensure conformity with the
requirements of the standards, verified by peeluatian, in order to establish and maintain mutual
confidence in the technical competence of ILAC memland their accredited organisations. The
elements are:

1. Exchange of information on the development gueration of accreditation programs of ILAC
Full Members, Associates and Affiliates;

2. Participation in the work and decision makingdraf ILAC General Assembly and ILAC
committees and regional cooperations where appécab

3. Participation of accredited laboratories angh@asion bodies (where applicable) in domestic
and international interlaboratory comparisons amdigiency testing programs;

4. Participation in the work of ILAC with other sditific and technical organisations to address
problems related to testing, calibration and infpadn various technical fields;

5. Evaluations of applicants and re-evaluationsigriatories to this Arrangement conducted in
accordance with the relevant ILAC, joint IAF/ILA@@regional cooperation documents;

6. Observations of assessments undertaken by appéccreditation bodies and Arrangement
signatories, during which the bodies determine fetheir customers meet the requirements
of ISO/IEC 17025, ISO 15189 or ISO/IEC 17020 orestbtandards for conformity assessment
bodies that ILAC deems to be suitable for accrédiaand

7. Confidence in the metrology institutes which ermin the traceability claims of the
laboratories and, where applicable, inspectiondmdihich are accredited by the Arrangement
signatories and support for the measurement coswpaéctivities of CIPM (Condt
International des Poids et Mesures) and/or regiowditology organisations.

Sz Page 4 of 9
N "y,

W
A\

N Ny 2

= %/

4 ~
”4,/\//\\\\\\“
il |\



ILAC-P5:11/2011

ILAC Mutual Recognition Arrangement (Arrangement)

This Arrangement does not affect other recognitaxuired by laws and regulations in the economies
of the signatories.

PURPOSE

To provide details of the scope and policies ofltieC MRA as well as the obligations of the
signatories to this Arrangement.

This document is effective from the date of pulilmaon the ILAC website. The clauses relating to
the accreditation of inspection bodies will be efifee from the date the ILAC MRA is extended to
include inspection.

AUTHORSHIP

This document was reviewed by the ILAC Arrangemdahagement Committee (AMC) and the
ILAC Arrangement Committee (ARC) in 2011 to incluthe accreditation of inspection bodies in
preparation for the extension of the ILAC MRA toveoinspection. It was published in November
2011 following endorsement by the ILAC membership.

MUTUAL RECOGNITION ARRANGEMENT (ARRANGEMENT)

1. This Arrangement is based on the results oétaduations carried out in accordance with the
relevant standards, rules, policies and procedioetained in the ILAC mandatory and
IAF/ILAC A series documents.

2. Each accreditation body signatory to this Aremgnt:

0] Agrees to abide by its terms and conditions,
(i) Maintains conformity with ISO/IEC 17011, the suppkntary requirements defined in
the IAF/ILAC A2 document and relevant ILAC mandatand IAF/ILAC A series

documents,

(i)  Ensures that all accredited laboratories argpection bodies comply with the relevant
standard listed in Annex B, and

(iv)  Upon changes to requirements of this Arrangatnensure conformity with the new
requirements within the period specified by the @.&eneral Assembly.

3. Each recognised regional cooperation shall atydide requirements defined in IAF/ILAC Al.
4, Each signatory:
® recognises within its scope of recognition of #iisangement the accreditation of an
organisation by other signatories as being equiNdtean accreditation by its own
organisation,
(i) accepts, for its own purposes, endorsed* certécat reports issued by organisations

accredited by other signatories on the same basisaacepts endorsed* certificates or
reports issued by its own accredited organisations,
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(iii) recommends and promotes the acceptance by uses®aonomy of endorsed*
certificates and reports,

(iv) investigates all complaints initiated by a signat@sulting from certificates or reports
issued by the organisations it has accredited withiaccreditation programs,

(v) notifies all other signatories as soon as possibémy significant changes that have
occurred or will occur in its status, in the opexaaél practices of its system or in its
accreditation programs,

(vi) contributes to the work of the ILAC Arrangement @Goil,
(vii)  participates in the work of ILAC including returi lmallots,

(viiiy  provides evaluators for the evaluation and re-atadn of accreditation bodies and
regional co-operations as appropriate to its skta the need of the Arrangement
Management Committee (AMC) as agreed periodicallyhe AMC with the
concurrence of the affected recognised regiongberaion,

(ix) co-operates with other accreditation bodies sottl@frrangement may be extended
to include other accreditation bodies and regianabperations,

x) uses all information obtained from the peer evabmgprocess in a confidential and
professional manner, and

(xi) abides by the rules for use of the ILAC-MRA Mark.

* The word "endorsed” means a certificate or repoeaning an Arrangement
signatory’s accreditation symbol (or mark) prefehabombined with the ILAC-MRA
Mark.

5. To participate in the ILAC Arrangement, an adation body shall be evaluated in
accordance with the relevant rules and procedwgsat in the IAF/ILAC A series and ILAC
mandatory documents and shall complete a sighahaet authorised by the ILAC Chair
(Annex A of this Arrangement). The same procedshedl be followed if a decision is taken to
extend its recognition.

6. The scope of recognition of a signatory mayiereded or reduced following re-evaluation in
accordance with the relevant rules, policies amdgualures.

7. If a signatory wishes to withdraw from this Argement, or withdraw parts of its accreditation
program for any reason whatsoever, that body siagifly the ILAC Secretariat in writing not
later than three months in advance of withdrawhe TLAC Secretariat shall notify other
signatories. Upon withdrawal of a body, that bodsignature sheet shall be deleted and the list
of signatories amended accordingly.

8. In the event of the ILAC Arrangement Council imgkan adverse decision or finding against a
signatory, the procedures for appeal are definddAC P4.

9. Any amendment of the text of this Arrangemeistiidbe approved by the ILAC General
Assembly.
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10. Itis recognised and accepted by each of tireasiries that this Arrangement does not create
any rights, liabilities or obligations that wouldve binding effect in domestic or international
law. This Arrangement by itself does not providg egcognition or accreditation under any
law or regulation in the economy of any signatory.

11. This Arrangement consists of twelve (12) clayses two Annexes.

12. The Arrangement takes effect upon signing ki bte signatory accreditation body and the
Chairman of the ILAC Arrangement Council.
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ANNEX A
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ILAC MUTUAL RECOGNITION ARRANGEMENT
SIGNATORIES

We, the undersigned, endorse the terms of the IBA@ngement and agree to abide by them, to the
best of our ability.

Accreditation Body:
Economy:

Scope and date:
Authorised Representative:

Signature: Date:

Chairman, ILAC Arrangement Council:

Signature: Date:
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ANNEX B

ILAC Mutual Recognition Arrangement signatories i@te in accordance with the criteria currently
specified in ISO /IEC 17011:2004, supplementedl®ya mandatory and IAF/ILAC A series
documents where necessary.

ILAC Mutual Recognition Arrangement signatoriesraclit laboratories, inspection bodies and other
conformity assessment bodies for compliance wighStandards detailed in the table below or they
may accredit to other standards for conformity sssent bodies recognised by ILAC.

The Standards for conformity assessment bodiesmilyrrecognised as meeting the accreditation
requirements of ILAC and covered by the ILAC Mut&acognition Arrangement are:

ISO/IEC 17025:2005 General requirements for thepetence of | calibration
testing and calibration laboratories laboratories

ISO/IEC 17025:2005 General requirements for thepmience of | testing laboratories
testing and calibration laboratories

ISO 15189:2007 Medical laboratories — Particulguieements | medical testing
for quality and competence laboratories

ISO/IEC 17020:1998 General Criteria for the operatf various | inspection bodies
types of bodies performing inspection
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