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PREAMBLE

This document is based on existing regional codgjperalocuments — ie “EA Policy for Participation
in National and International Proficiency Testingtikities — EA-2/10, August 2001” and “Summary
of APLAC Proficiency Testing Requirements — APLAZDOO0".

PURPOSE

This policy sets out the requirements for accréidiabodies on the use of proficiency testing
activities in the accreditation process.

AUTHORSHIP

This procedure was prepared by the ILAC AccreditatCommittee and endorsed by the ILAC
membership.

IMPLEMENTATION DATE

The implementation date for this document is 1 dan@006. ILAC Full Members must comply with
the requirements detailed in this document bydhie.

1. INTRODUCTION

According to ISO/IEC 17025 [1] a laboratory shalvk quality control procedures for
monitoring the validity of tests and calibrationgdertaken. This monitoring may include the
participation in interlaboratory comparisons orfmiency testing programmes, but also other
means e.g. the regular use of certified refereraemals or replicate tests or calibrations using
the same or different methods. By these meansoadadry can provide evidence of its
competence to its clients and the accreditatiorybod

2. SCOPE

This policy sets out the requirements for and giygislance to the accreditation bodies on the
use of proficiency testing activities in the acdétatibn process and as a tool in the process of
harmonization for multilateral and bilateral agrests [2,3].

3. TERMINOLOGY

3.1 Proficiency testing (PT) is the determinatidh@ calibration or testing performance of
a laboratory or the testing performance of an iospe body by means of
interlaboratory comparison.

3.2 Interlaboratory comparison (ILC) is the orgaian, performance and evaluation of
calibrations/tests on the same or similar calibratitests items by two or more
laboratories in accordance with predetermined o
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4. ILAC POLICY

4.1 Accreditation bodies seeking to sign or seekingaintain the status as signatory to the
ILAC Multilateral Recognition Arrangement need tendonstrate the technical
competence of their accredited calibration andrtgdaboratories. One of the elements
by which accredited calibration and testing labarias demonstrate technical
competence is by satisfactory participation in Efivities where such activities are
available (see Note 1). Where applicable, this siakiwell for accredited inspection
bodies with regard to their testing activities.

Notel It is recognized that there are particular areabkere proficiency testing is just
not practical or does not exist. Proficiency tegtarctivities are considered to be a
powerful and effective tool to determine the parfance of individual laboratories for
specific tests or measurements and to monitor kooies’ continuing performance.

The accreditation bodies shall have a policy omsdtivities, taking into account the
economic impact on laboratories. Good performandeTi activities shall especially be
considered when taking other surveillance measarespecified in ILAC-G10:1996 [4].

The recommended minimum amount of appropriate RViges (see Note 2) per
laboratory is:

+ one activity prior to gaining accreditation (seet&8);
+ one activity relating to each major sub disciplie laboratory’s scope of
accreditation (see Note 4) within four years (seéNb).

Note 2 Appropriate PT activities include any ILC or measment audit which monitors
the laboratory’s performance, for example thosedrarted by national or regional
accreditation bodies or co-operations, governmardustry or commercial providers of
formal PT schemes.

Note 3 National accreditation bodies should identify $kecareas in the accreditation
scope which are suitable to demonstrate the competef a laboratory for the main
field of activities by PT prior to accreditation.

Note 4 Examples of major sub disciplines are given below

environmental analysis: soil (including solid wassludge, compost);
environmental analysis: water (waste water, growader, drinking water);
environmental analysis: air (emission and immisio

materials testing: chemical parameters;

materials testing: physical quantities;

materials testing: non destructive testing;

dimensional metrology;

pressure measurements.

$ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢+ ¢ 0

Note 5 If there are significant changes to laboratorgff or scope of accreditation,
accreditation bodies may shorten that interval.

4.2 Accreditation bodies need to fully documenirtpelicies and procedures in relation to
PT activities (see Note 6). In particular, they trhes able to evaluate, through the
accreditation process, that the participation ingefivities of laboratories accredited by
them is effective and that corrective actions areied out when necessary (see Note 7).
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Note 6 Accreditation bodies should support the use gfrapriate PT programmes
which meet the essential recommendations of ISOBHGe 43-1 [5] or ILAC-G13 [6],

where applicable.

Note 7 Relevant guidance is given in ISO/IEC Guide 4312

5. REFERENCES

1 ISO/IEC 17025:2005 General Requirements for thm@tence of Testing and
Calibration Laboratories

2 ISO/IEC 17011:2004 General Requirements for Bodreviding assessment angd
accreditation of conformity assessment bodies

3 ILAC-P1:2003 (under review) ILAC Mutual Recogniti Arrangement: Requirements for|
Evaluation of Accreditation Bodies

4 ILAC-G10:1996 (under review) Harmonised Proceddos Surveillance and Reassessment
of Accredited Laboratories

5 ISO/IEC Guide 43-1:1997 Proficiency Testing bieltaboratory Comparisons - Part [L:
Development and Operation of Proficiency Testinge®aes

6 ILAC-G13:2000 Guidelines for the Requirementstf@ Competence of
Providers of Proficiency Testing Schemes

7 ISO/IEC Guide 43-2:1997 Proficiency Testing biettaboratory Comparisons - Part 2:
Selection and Use of Proficiency Testing Schemes by
Laboratory Accreditation Bodies

Page 6 of 6



